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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  annual  report  for  the 
year  1959  on  the  health,  vital  statistics  and  sanitary  circumstances 
of  the  district.  As  usual,  I am  indebted  to  Dr.  J.  L.  Miller  Wood 
for  providing  the  figures  with  regard  to  the  health  services 
controlled  by  the  Essex  County  Council. 


Vital  Statistics 

The  population  increased  by  350  and  is  now  estimated  to  be 

19,580. 


Total  live  births  numbered  374,  compared  with  350  in  1958, 
and  the  corrected  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  is  18.7, 
which  is  above  that  for  England  and  Wales  at  16.5. 

There  .were  223  deaths,  giving  a corrected  death  rate  of 
9.5  per  1,000  estimated  population  compared  with  the  England 
and  Wales  figure  of  11.6. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  of  24.1  infant  deaths  per  1,000 
total  live  births  represents  9 deaths. 

Five  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  premature  infants,  the 
others  were  due  to  asphyxia  1,  rhesus  incompatibility  1,  and 
bronchopneumonia  2. 

A list  of  deaths  from  all  causes  can  be  found  later  in  this 
report.  It  shows  no  unusual  trend,  the  largest  groups  being  cardio 
vascular  diseases,  including  vascular  disease  of  the  nervous  system 
with  105,  and  malignant  disease  with  46. 


Notifiable  Infectious  Disease 

492  cases  were  notified,  the  great  majority,  376,  were  of 
measles,  but  81  cases  of  scarlet  fever  is  rather  unusual,  fortunately 
the  prevalent  strain  of  scarlet  fever  is  mild  and  most  of  the  patients 
were  better  in  a few  days. 
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More  than  half  of  the  measles  cases  were  in  schoolchildren, 
but  2 adults  were  affected.  One  child  died  from  bronchopneumonia 
following  measles.  May,  June  and  July  were  the  months  of  highest 
incidence. 

January  and  February  were  the  peak  months  for  scarlet 
fever  and  65  of  81  cases  were  in  the  5-15  age  groups. 

The  18  cases  of  dysentery  were  a continuation  of  the  1958 
outbreak,  13  were  reported  in  January,  2 in  February,  and  3 in 
March.  The  rest  of  the  year  was  clear. 

The  one  case  of  Paralytic  Poliomyelitis  was  in  a child  aged 

10. 


One  case  of  paratyphoid  fever  was  notified,  the  source  of 
infection  was  not  traced. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  only  3 cases  of  whooping  cough 
occurred  in  1959  and  only  2 in  1958. 

I would  draw  your  attention  to  Table  B,  which  gives  the 
incidence  of  Infectious  disease  over  the  last  5 years,  a similar  table 
in  1955  goes  back  to  1950. 


Immunisatioa  and  Vaccination 

These  services  were  carried  on  as  in  previous  years  by 
General  Practitioners  and  by  your  Medical  Officer  on  behalf  of  the 
Essex  County  Council. 

Again  there  is  a drop  in  the  numbers  immunised  against 
diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  and  steady  progress  in  the  anti- 
poliomyelitis  vaccination  campaign.  Third  injections  were  started 
during  the  year. 

Every  effort  is  being  made  by  Health  Visitors  to  see  that 
parents  have  their  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria  and 
Whooping  Cough,  but  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  number  of 
injections  that  the  modern  child  has  to  undergo  is  formidable. 

Work  is  being  done  in  this  and  other  countries  on  a live 
poliomyelitis  vaccine  to  be  taken  by  mouth. 


Environmental  Hygi^fie 

I am  grateful  to  Mr.  Bayley,  your  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector,  for  the  full  account  on  environmental  hygiene  given  in 
the  latter  part  of  this  report. 
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He  has  commented  on  the  time  consuming  nature  of  meat 
inspection,  but  it  is  a job  well  worth  doing. 

There  was  little  material  change  in  the  actual  water 
situation,  but  the  hot  dry  summer  emphasised  the  need  for 
augmented  supplies. 

Overloading  of  sewage  works  at  Booking  and  Braintree 
curtailed  to  some  extent  building  activities  in  the  district,  but  the 
Council  has  agreed  to  proceed  with  extensive  improvements  to 
both  works. 

96  houses  were  completed  by  the  Council  during  the  year 
and  106  were  buUt  privately. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47 

It  was  not  necessary  to  remove  anyone  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act. 

It  is  again  a pleasure  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  all 
members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  for 
the  real  interest  they  have  taken  in  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  and  to  officers  in  other  de-partments  for  their  willing 
co-operation  at  all  times. 


I am. 

Yours  faithfully, 

C.  R.  C.  RAINSFORD, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Public  Health  Offices, 

Town  Hall.  Braintree. 

July,  1960. 

To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Braintree  and  Booking 

Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting,  in  conjunction  with  the  report 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  my  report  on  the  work  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  for  the  year  1959. 

The  inspection  of  meat  in  slaughterhouses  again  accounted 
for  more  than  half  of  the  Inspectors’  time,  the  actual  number  of 
animals  slaughtered  showing  an  increase  of  4,000  over  1958. 

The  report  on  existing  slaughterhouses  and  the  review  of 
slaughterhouse  facilities  in  the  District  which  will  be  submitted  to 
the  Minister  in  1960  is  not  likely  to  result  in  a reduction  in  the 
number  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  Council’s  area. 

The  weight  of  meat  rejected  as  unfit  was  considerably  less 
than  in  previous  years  and  the  decline  in  the  number  of  carcases 
affected  with  tuberculosis  continued.  For  the  first  time  since 
records  were  kept  no  cows  received  in  the  slaughterhouses  were 
affected  with  the  disease  and,  when  one  recalls  that  ten  years  ago 
it  was  common  to  find  30%  of  cows  affected,  the  decline  is  indeed 
remarkable.  The  low  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  cattle  appears 
likely  to  continue  as  the  County  of  Essex  was  declared  an  Attested 
Area  on  the  1st  October,  1959,  and  there  are  now  very  few  areas  in 
the  country  which  are  not  virtually  free  from  tuberculosis  in  beef 
animals.  Unfortunately,  the  amount  of  time  spent  in  the 
slaughterhouses  is  not  materially  reduced  with  the  gradual 
disappearance  of  this  disease. 

The  samples  of  ice  cream  submitted  to  the  provisional  tests 
did  not  maintain  the  very  high  standard  achieved  in  the  previous 
year,  when  all  samples  were  placed  in  Provisional  Grade  One.  The 
results,  however,  give  no  cause  for  alarm  and  so  far  as  the  locally 
manufactured  product  was  concerned  compared  favourably  with 
the  average  over  recent  years. 

I would  like  to  thank  the  Council  for  their  support  and  the 
staff  for  their  assistance  during  the  year. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  F.  BAYLEY, 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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STATISnCS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres)  

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate)  ... 
Number  of  inhaibited  houses  according  <to  rate  booiks 

Rateable  value  

Sum  represented  (by  a penny  rate 


6,811 
...  19,580 

6,550 
...  £290,702 
...  £1,125 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTHS : 


Total 

M 

F 

Legitimate 

353 

183 

170 

Illegitimate 

21 

10 

11 

Total  live  births — 374 

Birth  rate  per  1,(XX)  estimated  population 
lUegjtima'te  live  ibirths  per  cent,  of  total  live  (births 
Birth  rate  corrected  by  comparability  figure  of  0.98 
Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,0(K)  population 


19.1 

5.6 

18.7 

16.5 


STILL-BIRTHS : 


Total  M P 
Legitimate  7 2 5 

illlegitimate  2 1 1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stall  births 
Rate  per  1,000  total  births  England  and  Wales 
Total  live  and  still  births — 383. 


23.5 

20.7 


infant  DEATHS: 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year — 

Total  M F 
Legitimate  8 5 3 

Illegitimate  1 — 1 

Total  infant  deaths — 9, 


infant  MORTALITY  RATES 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 

i Legihmate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  hve  births  

I Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

• Neo-natal  Mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  total  liv< 

births)  

I Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per  1,(X)0  total 

live  births)  

I Perinatal  Mortality  rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week 

combined  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births)  

I Infantile  Mortality  for  England  Wales  per  1,(X)0  live  births 


24.1 

22.7 

47.6 


18.7 


18.7 

41.8 
22.0 


I Maternal  mortality  (inoluding  Ubortion) 

I Number  of  deaths  Nil 

I Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births Nil 


5 


DEATHS  ; 


Total  M F 
223  116  107 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimatedi  population  11.4 

Death  rate  corrected  'by  comparability  figure  of  0.83 9.5 

Death  rate  per  1,000  popiulatiou' England  and  Wales 11-6 

All  the  above  rates  are  calculated  on  the  estimated  population 
given  by  the  Registrar  General. 


DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES,  1959 

The  table  below  was  compiled  from  figures  supplied  hy  the 
Registrar  General  and  the  classification  is  given  under  the  thirty-six 
headings  based  on  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  International  Statistical 


Classification  of  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of  Death,  1948. 

Male 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ...  ...  ...  — 

Female 

2. 

Tulberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

...  — 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria 

...  — 

— 

5. 

Whooping  cough 

...  — 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

...  — 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles 

...  1 

• — 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ... 

...  — 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

...  3 

3 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ... 

...  6 

3 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

— 

6 

13. 

Mahgnanit  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

...  — 

2 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

...  15 

5 

15, 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

1 

16. 

Diabetes 

...  — 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

...  20 

19 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

...  17 

5 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

...  2 

2 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

...  12 

17 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

...  7 

3 

22. 

Eifiuenza 

1 

— 

23 

Pneumonia 

...  8 

6 

24. 

Bronchitis 

...  — 

1 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

...  3 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis,  and  diarrhoea 

1 

2 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

3 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

...  2 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

...  — 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

...  — 

— 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

...  12 

25 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

...  2 

— 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

1 

— 

35. 

Suicide 

1 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

...  — 

— 

All  Causes  116  107 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICES 

(a)  Under  the  control  of  the  Essex  County  Council:  — 

(i)  Braintree — ^Essex  County  Health  Services  Clinic,  Coggeshall  Road: 


Speech  Therapy 
Child  Welfare 
Ante-Natal  and 
Women’s  Welfare 

Minor  Ailments 
Dental 


Every  Monday 
Every  Tuesday 

Every  Wednesday 


Every  Tuesday 
Mon.,  Wed.  & Fri. 
(all  day) 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  1st  Friday 


Bocking — Village  Hall. 

Child  Welfare  4th  Thursday 


Attendances 


10  ajn. 

628 

2 p.m. 

1827 

10  a.m. 

191 

(By  Appt.) 

10  a.m. 

195 

10  a.m. 

2832 

(By  Appt.) 

3 p.m. 

2 pjm. 

240 

(ii)  Home  Help  Service:  — 

This  useful  service  is  administered  from  the  Area  Health  Office 
75,  Springfield  Road,  Chelmsford. 


(iii)  Ambulance  Service : — 

The  Ambulance  Station  is  situated  in  Cressing  Road,  Braintree.  A 
full  24  hour  cover  is  provided. 

(iv)  Laboratory  Services:  — 

The  Essex  County  Council  proyide  a laboratory  service  whidh 
includes  the  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  of  water  samples 
the  chenucal  analysis  of  sewage  effluents  and  the  ibactteriologicai 
examination  of  ice  cream,  and  the  examination  of  other  foods  for 
pathogenic  organisms  These  examinations  are  carried  out  by  either 
the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories,  Victoria  Street,  London, 
S.W.l,  or  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Chelmsford  and  Essex 
Hospital.  New  London  Road,  Chelmsford. 

(b)  Under  the  control  of  the  NorthTEast  Metropolitan  Regional 
Hospital  Board  : — 


(i)  Chest  Clinics:’ — 

These  are  held  weekly  at  St.  Michael’s  Hospifal,  Braintree. 


(ii)  Orthopaedic  Clinics:  — 

These  are  held  every  Wednesday  afternoon  and  2nd  and  4th  Tuesday 
mornings  at  the  Essex  County  Health  Services  Clinic  Coggeshall 
Road,  Bramtree. 

Orthopaedic  patients  who  need  special  advice  are  referred  to  Black 
NoUey  Hospital. 
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TABLE  A 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECHOUS  DISEASE 


Diseases 

Total  Notified 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Diphtheria 

t— 

— 

Dysentery 

18 

1 

— 

Encephalitis 

— 

r— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis 

1 

— 

— 

Measles 

376 

1 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

Paralytic  Poliomyelitis  .. 

1 

1 

— 

Non-paralytic 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

r— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

81 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis,  pulmonary 

8 

4 

— 

Tuberculosis, 

Non-pulmonary 

2 

2 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

492 

10 

— 
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TABLE  B 


Diseases 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

195< 

Diphtheria 

_ 

_ 

Dysentery  

_ 

1 

5 

60 

18 

Encephalitis 





- 

Enteric  Fever 

1 



- 

1 

Erysipelas  



1 

1 

Food  Poisoning  

2 

2 

1 

Infective  Hepatitis 

2 

3 

1 

376 

Measles  

46 

16 

950 

21 

Meningococcal  Infection  ... 



- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 



1 

_ 

Paralytic  Poliomyelitis 





1 

1 

Non-Paralytic  Poliomyelitis 



— 

1 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

81 

8 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

2 

3 

48 

Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary 

15 

10 

13 

6 

Tuberculosis,  Non-tPulmonarv 

2 

1 

3 

4 

Whooping  Cou^ 

16 

12 

50 

2 

3 

Totals  ... 

90 

50 

1030 

141 

492 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  AGE 


\ 

j 

i 


UMOUJJUfl 

sSy 


J3»AO 
puB  S9 


59-5^ 

S£-0Z 

OZ-Sl 

Sl-OI 

OI-S 

p-i 

i-Z 

Z-X 


^ j3/pun 


saSy 
IIB  IV 


cd 

a 


1 I 


^ I 


ri 


I 1 


t 


r- 


cn 


I I 
1^1 


1. 


■js 

m 


c/J. 


V 

.2 

a) 

>--U, 


00-^ 
C c3 

'5  g- 


°X 


Vi 


^ I 


VO 


VO 


Os 


I 1 


-I- 


^ — 00  (S  ro 


C5S 

c 

- i 
«-= 
c 2 
o ?> 

^ o-g, 


(Sz  3 


g.Stlcs 


o_5c>£c: 

0)  ^ ^ •—  A S:  <y)  Is  o 

gij'S’gH  I Sol 


bC 


«ro;6 

15tE-g-2 

i-  P s 

a a 

Nil 

(Slhh 


<s 


10 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  MONTH  BY  MONTH 
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TUBERCULOSIS 
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Of  these  1 iwas  a case  renotified  on  taking  up  residence  in  the  District  during  19^59. 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 


Children  who  convicted  a full 
course  of  primary  immunisation 
during  the  year 


By  General 
Practitioners 

By  County  Staff 

By  General 
Practitioners 

1 By  County  Staff 

1959  1958 

(a)  149  (a)  175 

1959 

31 

1958 

80 

1959  1958 
32  55 

1959 

68 

1958 

68 

Totak 

1959—180 

1958—255 

Totals 

. 1959—100 
1958—123 

Children  who  were  given  a 
reinforcing  injection  during  the 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  WHOOPING  COUGH 


Children  who  completed  a full  course  of 
immunisation  under  the  County  Schemje 

R.ecords  of  combined 
^phtheria  pertussis 
immunisation  received 

By  General  Practitioners 

1 By  County  Staff 

1959  1958 

— 24 

1959  1958 

32  51 

1959  1958 

(b)  111  (lb)  151 

1959  1958 

Reinforcing 
injections  — 7 

1959  1958 

2 1 

1959  1958 

3 31 

Figure  (ib)  is  included  in  (a) 


VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 


1959 

1958 

Number  vaccinated  during  the  year 

168 

166 

Number  re-vaccinated  during  the  year 

39 

46 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS 

1959 

1958 

Number  of  1 sit  injections  given  during  the  year  ... 

...  1612 

1717 

Number  of  2nd  injections  given  during  the  year  ... 

...  1569 

1676 

Number  of  3rd  injections  given  during  the  year  ... 

...  2576 

— 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER 

(With  the  excetption  of  about  seven  million  gallons  supplied  under 
einergencv  measiires  by  the  Braintree  Rural'  District  Council,  the  Council’s 
area  was  served  by  the  deep  iwells  at  the  No;tley  Road  Wateiworks  and  the 
Bocking  Watenworks.  The  water  iwas  'dhlorinated  'before  passing  into  the 
service  mains. 

The  nuimlber  of  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
during  the  year  was  as  follows: — 

Raw  Water  in 
Water  Supply  Total 

Notley  Roadi  Watenworks 6 13  19 

iBocking  Waterworks  ...  ...  ...3  3 6 

Private  Wells  — 3 3 

Samples  were  also  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  and  the  results  of 
two  samples  are  given  as  follows:  — 


Sample  from'  Braintree  Watenworks,  21.4.59. 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  on  the  alkaline  side  of 
neu'trality  and  free  from  metals  apart  from  a negligiible  trace  of  iron.  The 
water  has  very  moderate  hardhess  and  a hi^  but  not  excessive  content  of 
mineral  constituents.  It  is  of  very  satisfactory  organic  and  bacterial 
quality. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable 
for  public  supply  purposes,  apart  from  the  objection  that  the  known  content 
of  fluorine  is  greater  than'  considered  desirable. 


Sample  from  iBocking  Waterworks,  13.4.59. 

This  sample  is  reasonably  oltear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral 
in  reaction  and'  free  from)  metals  apart  from  a minute  'trace  of  iron.  The 
water  is  very  hard'  in  character  though  not  excessively  so  and  has  a .h.igh  but 
not  excessive  content  of  mineral  constituents.  It  is  of  very  satisfactory 
organic  and  bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable 
for  public  supply  purposes. 


Water  Consumption  in  the  District 

The  Council’s  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer  has  supplied  the 
following  figures : — 

The  amount  of  water  pumped  during  1959:  — 

Gallons 

Notley  Road  Waterworks  212,281,000 

IBocking  Waterworks  104,892.000 

Bv  Meter  from  Braintree  R.D.C.  ...  7,078230 


Total  324,251,230 
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The  total  amount  of  water  distributed  was  6.5%  greater  than  in  1958, 
but  wen  so,  shortages  occurred  throughout  the  summer,  particularlv  in 
certain  high  areas  of  the  town. 


The  net  consumption  duning  1959  was  36.2  gaillons  per  head  per  day, 
and  the  equivalent  of  9.5  gallons  per  head  per  day  was  supplied  throu^ 
meters  for  trade  purposes.  The  overall  consumption  being  45.7  gallons  per 
head  per  day. 

Work  on  a second  borehole  at  Codham  Mill  continued,  but 
d^culhes  were  encountered,  and  a borehole  had  to  be  started  some 
distance  away.  Steady  progress  was  made,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be 
ready  for  test  pumping  early  in  1960. 

The  Council  decided  to  re-open  the  borehole  at  High  Garrett  and, 
subject  to  satisifactory  analyses,  to  put  the  water  in  supply  as  a temporary 
rehef  for  the  High  Garrett  area.  It  is  estimated  that  the  borehole  will 
yield  about  14,000  gallons  per  day. 


Meetings  in  connection  with  the  proposed  Joint  Water  Board  were 
held  and  the  oflScers  of  the  authorities  concerned  were  charged  with 
formulating  a scheme  for  submission  to  a Steering  Committee.  It  is 
understood  that  this  scheme  will  be  submitted  about  the  middle  olf  19^. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Two  additional  humus  tanks  were  constructed  at  the  Booking  Works 
for  use  as  an  alternative  to  the  land  treatment  of  effluent  introduced  in 
1958.  These  temporarv  measures,  designed  to  keep  the  effluent  within 
■reawnable  ilimits,  pending  the  reconstruction  of  the  wiorks,  succeeded  in 
maintaining  the  improvement  secured  in  1958.  Nevertheless,  the  majority 
of  samples  were  still  below  the  recommended  standard  as  regards  both 
suspended  matter  and  biochemical  oxygen  demand. 


The  Council,  having  received  the  consultant’s  report,  adopted  a 
scheme  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  Booking  Works. 

In  the  meantime,  further  building  on  land  draining  to  this  outfall 
has  been  restricted. 

The  effluent  from  the  Braintree  outfall  was  found  toibe  unsatisfactory 
as  regards  suspended  matter  in  the  majority  of  samples.  After  considerinc 
a report  by  the  Surveyor,  the  Council  decided  to  proceed  with  extensions 
to  the  works. 

’ Two  public  sew^  to  which  Section  24  of  the  Public  Health  Act. 

3-Pphes  were  repaired,  and  the  costs  recovered  from  the  owners  of 
the  premises  served. 


• > 


r 
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BVSPECnON  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


(1)  Numlber  and  Nature  of  Inspections. 

During  the  year  1959,  the  fodlowing  inspections  were  made  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  to  the  premises  detail^:- — 


Nature  of  Inspections 

Primary 

Inspections 

Revisits 

Total  Visits 

Housing — Housing  Act 

45 

42 

87 

Housing — Public  Health  Act 

65 

97 

162 

Other  Visits — Housing  Act  ... 

70 

50 

120 

Other  Visits — Public  Health  Act 

268 

186 

454 

Notifiable  Diseases 

123 

398 

521 

Water  Supply  and  Sampling 

45 

5 

50 

Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors 

6 

6 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

26 

5 

31 

Other  Visits — Food  and  Ehugs  Act  ... 

17 

2 

19 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

10 

10 

Ice  Cream  Sampling 

18 

^ 

18 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection: — 

(a)  Slaughterhouses 

2706 

3 

2709 

(b)  Shops 

57 

, 

57 

(c)  Markets 

25 

^ 

25 

Factories  Act  (Power) 

3 



3 

Factories  Act  i(Non-tPoiwer) 

4 

, 

4 

Factories  Act  (Building  Sites) 

21 

1 

22 

Shops  Act 

5 

, 

5 

Drainage 

64 

56 

120 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

323 

6 

329 

Overcrowding 

1 

— 

1 

Rent  Act  ... 

4 

4 

8 

Moveable  and  Temporary  Dwellings  ... 

20 

1 

21 

Vermin  and  Insect  Pests 

16 

9 

25 

Rat  Infestations 

2 

, 

2 

Interviews  Owners /Builders 

36 

— 

36 

Knackers  Yard 

12 

— 

12 

Swimming  Baths  and  Sampling 

39 

2 

41 

Miscellaneous 

96 

5 

101 

4123 

875 

4998 

(2)  Notices  Served,  Etc. 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  81 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  78 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  37 

Numiber  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  36 
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(3)  Sanitary  Defects  and  Nuisances 


Defects 

Work  Done 

(a)  Housing 

Etc.,  Found 

or  Abated 

Eksfeotive  roofs,  rainwater  pipes,  etc. 

26 

19 

Other  external  defects  

16 

18 

Damp  Walls  

10 

15 

Internal  defects  

7 

8 

Insanitary  sinks 

2 

(b)  General 

Defective  WG.’s  and  IW.C.  structures 

18 

13 

Houses  with  defective  dusthduB 

42 

46 

Houses  without  dusttoLns  

2 

2 

Vermin  infested  houses  

1 

1 

Contraventions  of  Factories  Acts 

2 

2 

Smoke  nuisances  

2 

2 

Other  nuisances  

7 

4 

(c)  Drainage 

Choked  drains  and  WG.’s 

83 

82 

Defective  drains 

19 

20 

New  drains  tested  and  passed 

11 

Old  drains  tested  

— 

7 

HOUSING 

The  Council  completed  96  houses  during  1959.  In 

addition  106 

nouses  were  ibmlt  privately. 

Oearance  Areas  and  Individual  Unfit  Houses 

No  clearance  areas  were  represented  during  the  period  under 
^lew,  but  eight  houses  were  dealt  with  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing 
being  _u^t  preimses  ibeyond  repair  at  reasonalble  cost.  As  a 
result,  three  demolition  orders  and  one  closing  order  were  made  and 
undertakinga  accepted  in  respect  of  three  houses.  The  final  action  in 
respect  of  the  remaining  houses  was  not  determined  before  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Ten  families  were  rehoused  from  properties  in  clearance  areas  and 
from  houses  dealt  with  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 


Repair  of  Houses 

Twenty-nine  houses  were  made  fit  as  a result  of  informal  action 
under  the  Housing  Act  and  the  Pulblic  Health  Act,  and  one  house  was 
completely  reconditioned  in  order  to  secure  release  from  an  undertaking 
under  the  Housing  Act. 

Fifty-three  houses  were  inspected  jointly  with  the  Surveyor  following 
applications  for  improvement  grants.  &hedules  of  necessary  repair  work 
^re  prepared  and  sent  to  applicants  as  a condition  of  grant  in  respect  of 
twenty  of  these  houses. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  puiposes  of  provision  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  ^blic  Health  Inspectors). 


Number  of 

Premises 

Number  on 

Register 

1 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  e^orced  by 
Local  Authorities 

12 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

88 

3 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (excludinig 

out-workers’  premises) 

28 

22 

Total 

128 

29 

— 

— 

II.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found: 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
were  found 

defects 

Referred 

Number 
of  cases 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

i 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 
instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l.) 

- 

. 

— 

■ — 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7.) 

(a)  InsuflScient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

— 

— 

(c)Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offen- 

ces  relating  to  outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

2 

z 

- 

z 

— 

Outworkers 


There  are  twenty Hfour  outworkers  in  the  District  all  engaged  in  the 
making  of  wearing  apparel 


18 


Atmospheric  Pollutkm 

The  nfuisance  caused  Iby  fumes  from  a galvanisang  plant  continued 
on  oaasions  throughout  the  year.  However,  due  to  care  exercised  in 
operating  the  plant  and  further  remedial  measures  taken  by  the  operators 
the  nuisance  ,was  on  a reduced  scale. 

Consultations  took  place  between  the  management  and  your  officers 
as  a result  of  which  it  is  hoiped  that  the  prdblem  will  he  resolved  in  the 
near  future. 


The  instruments  for  measuring  pollution  of  the  atmosphere  continued 
in  operation  during  the  year. 


Shops  Act,  1950 

Five  visits  were  made  under  this  Act  during  the  year. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

Three  licences  to  use  land  as  sites  for  moveable  dwellings  were 
operative  during  the  year. 

Nine  licences  were  granted  in  respect  of  individual  caravans  for 
specified  periods. 

Twenty-one  visits  were  made  by  your  inspectors  to  all  the  sites 
concerned. 


Swnmning  Pools 

Two  open-air  swimming  baths,  one  of  which  is  owned  and  operated 
by  the  Council,  were  in  use  during  1959. 

Both  jpools  have  rapid  sand  filtration  plants  and  the  turnover  in 
each  case  is  approximately  ten  hours.  Automatic  plant  for  chlorination 
IS  installed  and  used. 

The  source  of  water  for  the  Council-owned  pool  is  the  pulblic  supply 
from,  the  Notley  Road  Waterworks  and  that, for  the  privately-owned  pool 
IS  obtained  from  the  River  Brain. 

The  pools  were  operated  in  a satisfactory  manner  throughout  the 
seawn.  At  one  period  lasting  a few  days,  difficulty  was  experienced  in 
nuintaining  the  usual  clear  appearance  of  the  water  in  the  Council  baths, 
which  1^  to  rumours  that  the  water  was  unfit  for  bathing.  Samples  taken 
at  the  time,  however,  showed  that  the  water  was  satisfactory. 

Fifty-one  visits  were  made  to  the  two  pools  during  the  season  and 
on  each  cession  field  tests  for  chlorine  were  made  and  at  no  time  did 
the  tests  fail  to  show  residual  chlorine  at  the  outlets. 

Eight  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  and  one  for  chemical 
examination  were  taken  from  the  Council-owned  pool.  All  were  of 
satisfactory  standard. 

Six  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  and  one  for  ohemical 
examination  were  taken  from  the  privately-owned  pool  and  were 
satisfactory. 
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Insect  Pests 

One  case  of  infestation  with  bed  bugs  was  discovered  during  1959  in 
a private  house.  This  was^  successfully  treated  with  a five  per  cent,  solution 
of  D.D.T. 

The  occupiers  of  private  slaughterhouses  were  advised  and  assisted 
regarding  fly  control  and  the  premises  kept  under  surveillance. 

Advice  and  assistance  iwere  also  given  to  occupiers  regarding  ants 
and  other  pests  im  respect  of  seventeen  premises. 

The  Coimcil’s  refuse  tip  at  Notley  Road  was  sprayed  on  several 
occasions  for  fly  control. 


Steam  Disinfector 

TTiis  apparatus  'Was  not  used  during  the  year. 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Four  licences  to  keep  pet  shops  were  renewed  during  the  year. 


Rodent  Control 

The  services  of  a full-time  rodent  operator  were  again  shared  with 
neighibouning  authorities.  The  Council  continued  the  s^eme  for  the 
maintenance  of  rodent  control  whereby  a grant  of  50  per  cent,  of  approved 
net  expenditure  was  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food, 

Tbe  work  dbne  during  the  nine  months  ending  31st  December,  1959 
was  as  follows : 

Total  number  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  ...  477 

Number  of  properties  found  to  be  infested  and  treated:  — 


Major 

Minor 

Mice 


6 

138 

24 

5 


Number  of  “block”  control  schemes  carried  out 


During  the  period  covered  by  this  report,  your  Council  continued 
the  free  treatment  of  domestic  premises  and  the  treatment  of  business 
premises  upon  a rechargeable  basis. 

The  Council  continued,  in  conjunction  with  the  other  constituent 
authorities  olf  the  Joint  Rodent  Control  Committee,  to  carry  out  contract 
work  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  on  aigricultural  properties. 


Legal  Proceedings 

There  was  no  recourse  to  court  action  during  the  year. 

The  Council  were  asked  to  be  represented  at  County  Court  in 
connection  with  an  appeal  by  an  owner  against  a Certificate  of  Disrepair 
issued  by  the  Council  under  the  Rent  Act,  f957  ;n  respect  of  a gas  operated 
water  heater  which  had  been  removed  by  the  owner  after  being  disused 
for  some  considerable  time  owing  to  disrepair. 

The  Court  dismissed  the  aippeal  on  the  grounds  that  the  water  heater, 
although  no  longer  fixed  over  the  sink,  was  properly  included  as  an  item 
of  disrepair. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply 


Council  are  responsible  for  the  registration  of  milk  distributors 
and  daines  other  than  dairy  farms  and  is  the  licensing  authority  in  respect 

m 4-°^,  sujpp  ementary  licenses  for  Pasteurised,  Sterilised  and 

luberculm  Tested  Milk. 


Six  distributors  and  two  dairies 
Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 


are  registered  under  the  Milk  and 


The  following  licenses  were  issued 
Designation)  Regulations,  1949:  — 


under  the  Milk  (Special 


Dealers  Licenses  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 
Supplementary  Licenses  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 
Dealers  Licenses  for  Pasteurised  Milk 
Supplementary  Licenses  for  Pasteurised  Milk 
Dealers  Licenses  for  Sterilised  Milk 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk 


year. 


No  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  statutory  tests  during  the 


Ice  Cream 


Two  local  manufacturers  and  their  premises  (were  registered  for  the 
manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream.  The  premises  were  kept 
under  surveillance  and  no  contravention  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment, 
etc.).  Regulations,  1959,  was  observed  during  the  year. 


Eighty  certificates  of  registration'  'Were  in  force  covering  vendors  of 
ice  cream  retailing  from  shops  and  mobile  vans  in  the  area.  A few 
wndors  re^^steredi  elsewhere  in  the  County  lof  Essex  also  operated  in'  the 
Councils  distnct. 


Nineteen  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  the  methylene 
blue  reduction  test  with  the  following  results 


Manufactured  in  District 
Seven  in  Provisional  Grade  1 
Three  in  Provisional  Grade  HI 
Three  in  Provisional  Grade  llil 
Nil  in  Provisional  Grade  IV 


Manufactured  outside  District 
Three  in  Provisional  Grade  I 
'Nil  in  Provisional  Grade  If 
Three  in  Provisional  Grade  Iff 
Nil  in  Provisional  Grade  IV 


In  addition  one  ice  lolly  manufactured  in  the  District  was  submitted 
tor  examination  and  reported  upon  as  being  satisfactory. 


Meat 


There  are  five  slaughterhouses  in  use  in  the  District,  one  of  ■which 
IS  also  licensed  and  used  for  the  slaughter  of  horses. 

All  animals,  including  horses,  slaughtered  in  the  Council’s  area 
were  inspected. 
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The  Government  continued  the  scheme  for  payment  of  a grant  to 
local  authorities  who  are  carrying  a heavy  (burden  in  connection  with  meat 
inspection  and  the  Counoill  qualified  for  a grant  of  £344  in  respect  of  the 
financial  year  1958-59. 

'Horseflesh  slaughtered  for  human  consumption  in  the  Urban 
District  is  sold  outside  the  Council’s  area. 

One  goat  slaughtered  for  human  consumption  was  also  injected. 

The  foUlpwing  sets  out  the  particulars  of  animals  slaughtered  and  of 
inspections  and  condemnations  during  the  year:- 


Cattle  ^eep 


excluding  Cows  Calves 

and 

Pigs 

Horses 

Cows 

Lambs 

Number  Killed  

2363 

253 

145 

10440 

19074 

930 

Numlber  Inspected  

2363 

253 

145 

10440 

19074 

930 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cysticercosis : 

— 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

2 

3 

6 

20 

— 

Weight  m lb.  condemned  ... 

— 

1236 

129 

266 

2026 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was  con- 

demned  

167 

45 

— 

71 

376 

54 

Weight  in  lib.  condemned  ... 

1754 

538 

— 

303 

1521 

1462 

Percentage  affected  

7.1 

18.6 

2.1 

7.4 

2.1 

5.8 

Tuberculosis  only:  — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Weight  in  lb.  condemned  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was  con- 

demned  

21 

— 

— 

— 

280 

— 

Weight  in  lb.  condemned  ... 

851 

— 

— 

— 

3088 

— 

Percentage  affected  

, 0.9 

— 

— 

— 

2.4 

— 

Cysticercosis : — 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was  con- 

denmned  

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Weight  in'  lb.  condemned 

96 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat-* 

ment  by  relfrigeration  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally 

condemned  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  affected  

0.2 

All  condemned  meat 

and 

offals  were  collected  on 

behalf 

of  the 

Council  iby  a private  contractor  and  after  treatment  used  for  animal  feeding. 
This  system  provides  adequate  safeguards  to  public  health. 
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Other  Foods 

As  a result  of  inspections  carried  out  at  food  shops  and  food 
preparing  premises  in  the  district,  the  following  items  were  condemned  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption  during  the  year:  — 


Bacon  

Tinned  iBeans 
Corned  Beef 

Cheese  

Tinned  Fish 
'lanned  Fruit  Juice 
Tinned  Fruit 
Tinned  Frozen  Liver 


lb. 

2 Tinned  Ham 

14  Tinned  Meat 

...  447  Tinned  Milk 
...  47  Tinned  Peas 

34  Tinned  Soup 

4 Tinned  Tomatoes 

...  235  Miscellaneous 
...  50 

Total— 1,924  lb. 


The  food  iwas  disposed  of  either  by  burial  at  the  Council 
diverted  where  suitable  to  the  Council  pig!  food  scheme. 


lb. 

406 

524 

18 

38 

25 

68 

12 


tip 


or 


Food  Preparing  Premises 

The  number  of  premises  totalling  187  where  food  is  prepared,  stored 
or  retailed  is  as  foUows:  — 


Hotels  and  Licensed  Premises  ... 

42 

Restaurants  (including  Snack  Bars) 

15 

Works  Canteens  ... 

8 

School  Canteens 

10 

Butchers  

14 

Food  Manufacturing  Premises  ... 

2 

Wet  and  Dried  Hsh  Shops  

10 

(Bakehouses  

9 

Bread  and  Cake  Confectioners 

4 

Grocers  

44 

Greengrocers  

11 

Other  Food  Shops  

18 

Of  these  numbers,  shops  dealing  with  more  than  one  o<f  these  items 
are  classified  once. 

Details  regarding  milk  and  ice  creami  apipear  under  separate  headings. 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

Thirty-one  visits  were  made  to  food  shops  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  1955,  and  some  minor  contraventions  were  remedied. 


I Sampling  of  Food  land  Drugs 

The  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  relating  to  the 
sampling  of  food  and  drugs  are  administered  by  the  Weights  and  Measures 
’ Department  of  the  Essex  County  Council.  T^e  Chidf  Inspector  of  that 
Department  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  details  of  the  samples  taken 
I during  the  year:  — 


Butter  5 

Coffee  Mixtures  ...  2 

Cream  2 

Custard  Powder  ...  1 

Soft  Drinks  1 

Drugs  6 

Fish  Cake  1 

Plain  Flour  1 

Self-Raising  Flour  ...  2 


■"Simoked  Haddock  ...  1 

Jelly  I 

Lemon  Curd  1 

Margarine  1 

Meat  Paste  1 

Milk  40 

Preserves  3 

Tea  2 

Tomato  Ketchup  ...  2 


Total — 73  samples 
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Of  the  milik  samples  two  were  of  school  milk  and  eleven  were  taken 
at  hospitals. 

* Proceedings  taken  in  respect  of  the  smoked  haddock  resulted  in  a 
fin©  oif  £30  ibeingi  imposed  and  the  aiward  of  £51  3s.  5d.  costs. 

In  addition  to  the  albove,  the  Ifollowing  samples  were  taken  at  the 
premises  ^of  Avholesalers  outside  the  Uilban  District  who  supply  shops 
within  the  Distriot:  — 


Ground  Almonds 

1 

Cooked  Meats  ... 

...  5 

Baking  Powder 

2 

IMilk  

...  4 

Butter  

9 

Evaporated  Milk 

...  2 

Coffee  Mixtures 

5 

Mincemeat 

...  2 

Liquid  Coffee  Essence 

2 

Mustard 

...  1 

Cream  

2 

Fish  Paste 

...  2 

Curry  

1 

Meat  Paste 

...  3 

Soft  Drinks  

14 

Peanut  Butter  ... 

...  1 

Plain  Flour  

2 

Pickle  

...  1 

Self-Raising  Flour 

2 

Preserves 

...  7 

Dried  Fruit  

2 

Creamed  Rice  . . . 

1 

Gelatine 

2 

Saccharin 

...  1 

Honey  

1 

Saladi  Cream 

...  1 

Jellies  

5 

Sauce  

...  2 

Tomato  Ketchup 

2 

Sausages 

...  4 

Lemon  Curd  

2 

Cream  Soups  . . . 

...  2 

Margarine 

5 

Suet  

...  2 

Marmalade  

7 

Buttered  Sweets 

...  19 

Marzipan  

1 

*Cream  of  Tartar 

1 

Mayonnaise  

2 

Tea  

1 

Total — 131  samples 

* The  sample  of  Cream,  of  Tartar  was  investigated  folloiwing  the 
analyst’s  report  that  it  was  albove  the  standard  of  ten  parts  per  million  lead, 
but  no  proceedings  were  instituted  following  an  assurance  from  the 
manufacturer  that  greater  care  would  be  exercised  in  the  future  to  ensure 
that  their  products  conformedi  to  the  legal  standard. 
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